
Learning by speaking 

face to face 

by Peter Haeusler –  Switzerland 
Today, the communication mainstream is led by “new media” such 
as the internet, iPhone, iPod, iPad, e-mail and personal computer. 
Worldwide, there are more than 4 billion mobile phone 
subscriptions from a total of 6.8 billion inhabitants. Our youth grow 
up with this new digital-information habit. There are many young 
digital natives with excellent skills for real-time access to a great 
variety of worldwide news. With the help of this new media, the 
people in the North of Africa are able to rouse the crowd, to inform 
their friends all over the world about incidents, and to fight for 
democracy, freedom and human rights. The new media 
demonstrates a new political power. 

I am a digital immigrant using the new media from time to time. 
But I see the dynamic of this accelerated growth. Nobody can stop 
this network capacity as long as the users pay the costs for 
transmission and buy the hardware. But, is the cost-benefit ratio a 
good one? I put that question up for discussion. 

We are overfed with daily digital information and inadequately 
nourished with personal conversations and friendly contacts. The 
spoken word from face to face is more reliable, because we can see 
the eyes, the gestures and the body language of our talking partner. 
With these non-verbal signs, we are able to contribute and win high 
regard in our dialogues.  

There is a huge need for knowing the English language because of 
the worldwide global markets and access to the communication 
networks. An English conversation in a second language is, for both 
partners, a helpful vehicle for the creation and maintenance of good 
business and social relations. It is a wonderful way to make friends 
all over the world.  “In a foreign language, people lie least, ” Johann 
Peter Hebel once said. 

I take an English conversation lesson at English Center Basel every 
week. I do enjoy these lessons because there is no limit to level or 
age. The teachers help me to practise and improve my English 
knowledge. I have the right to speak English with my own skills, to 
use my phrases and to formulate mistakes. With the teachers’ help, 
I am able to learn from my mistakes. These one-to-one 
conversation lessons are very beneficial. I thank Andi, Nza, and 
June for their patience and support in our lessons.   

I recommend such conversation lessons, because after a few 
lessons, you get the nice feeling of being somewhat part of the 
English speaking community. 

 

Change is not a 

four-letter word 

by June Winterflood – Canada 

Many rude or bad words in English are 
made up of four letters, so a “four-letter 
word” is another way of referring to a word 
that a polite person should never say. 

You may be wondering what this has to do 
with “change”. Well, I suppose anyone who 
has had to manage projects knows that 
change comes with a certain amount of 
anxiety and uncertainty, even when that 
change is a good change, a change to a new 
and improved way of working or living, or in 
our case, teaching and learning English. 

If you are one of our students, you have 
probably already received notice of the 
changes at the school. If you haven’t read a 
previous issue of “What’s Happening?” then 
you won’t necessarily know that our school 
has changed names. That’s right. We were 
called The Cambridge Institute for the 
last 10 years. The school has a new name to 
go along with its new computer-based 
learning system, a hugely massive 
improvement on our old system. So, our new 
name is English Center Basel. 

There are also new group lessons which have 
been developed in-house by a core team of 
our teachers who have worked extremely 
hard to develop materials which will make 
your teacher-led lessons interesting, fun, 
and useful as well as a perfect complement 
to your computer-based lessons. 

So, change is good, very good indeed! 

 

 

  Who’s that?......                       

Nza 

Weilenmann 

Director of studies 
 

Nza is from Jamaica, 
but she’s lived in 
Basel since 1992. She 
has a 17-year-old 
son. 

As the school’s 
director of studies, 
Nza not only guides 
students’ careers at 
the school and 
organises exam 
classes and in-
company group 
lessons, she also 
teaches English and 
manages our team of 
teachers. That’s just 
her day job: she’s 
also a recording 
artist: she has been 
in several music 
groups including 
Mojo Swamp and 
Famara; she has 
performed in 
concerts in 
Switzerland, 
Germany and 
Austria; and she is 
currently the lead 
singer in a band. 

Nza takes her 
responsibilities 
seriously, yet she has 
a cheerful disposition 
and can see the 
funny side of things. 
When you hear a 
delightful peal of 
laughter somewhere 
in the school, you can 
bet nine times out of 
ten that it will be 
Nza: that’s not to say 
that the rest of us 
don’t laugh, because 
we do, but somehow 
Nza’s joie de vivre 
comes through loud 
and clear. 

(See over to learn 
more about Nza.) 

 

  Short notice    ... 

DOUBT 

A Parable 
by John Patrick Shanley 

Set at a Catholic school 
in the Bronx....a superb 
drama with an 
uncanny blend of 
compassion and 
detachment. 

An inspired study in 
moral uncertainty with 
the compelling 
structure of an old-
fashioned detective 
drama. 

Playing at Cellar 
Theatre, Nadelberg 6, 
4051 Basel on 1 and 2 
April 2011 at 8PM  

www.doubt.ch 

 

 

 

The African 

Renaissance Monument  
by Oumar Samate – Senegal 
The African Renaissance Monument is located in 
Dakar, the capital of Senegal (see the map below).  

The African Renaissance Monument is a 52m tall 
bronze statue which was designed by the 
Senegalese architect, Pierre Goudiaby, after an 
idea presented by president Abdoulaye Wade. It is 
the tallest statue in the world outside Asia and the 
former Soviet Union, and it was inaugurated on 4 
April 2010, Senegal's "National Day”. 

This beautiful Monument shows a mother, a father 
and a son (a family). They are determined to go 
ahead to succeed in their life.  

We can say Africa is moving ahead, too. Africa is 
transmitting new ideas, and Africa is emerging. In 
fact, a new kind of freedom is coming out in Africa. 
This wonderful African Renaissance Monument 
symbolizes all this phenomena. 

You will be grateful to visit it, and you will discover 
a new world. 

 

   What’s on at English Center Basel in April.  

SPEAKING PRACTICE APERO 

All students are cordially invited to an Apéro with light 
refreshments and plenty of conversation.  

Thurs, 28 April ~ from 17:30 to 19:00 

Sign up for this event at reception or send an e-mail. 

After 36 years 
by Gül Meric – Turkey 
After primary school, I was sent to a boarding school for girls in 
Istanbul. Over the following six years, I was in this school.  The 
schoolhouse was an old castle built by a sultan. 

It was a very beautiful, large castle. Entire walls had mirrors. The 
basement was a dining hall with a kitchen. The ground floor had a 
lot of rooms where we spent a lot of time studying and doing 
homework before breakfast and after dinner time. All of these 
rooms led into the middle of a large luxurious hall. Upstairs, there 
were bedrooms, toilets, bathrooms (hamam), infirmary rooms and 
separate apartments for directors and teachers. Behind the 
building, there was a very nice garden which, for many years, they 
could not use properly: we were forbidden from using it. This time 
was a politically dangerous time, so the school director was afraid 
that the students could be involved in dangerous and illegal affairs. 

There were 3 categories of student at this school: one category was a 
boarding student (with an exam) like me; a second was a fee-paying 
student – just as in a private school (the first and second category 
lived in the school day and night); and the third category was a day-
student who came in the morning and went home in the evening.  

When I started at this school, I was only 11 years old. It was the first 
time that I had been away from my parents, and I could not see 
them when I wanted. They lived in a different location, 12 hours 
from Istanbul. You could go out of the school only if a relative lived 
in Istanbul. At the beginning – for the first two years – I cried a lot; 
I still remember. 

As I said above, the time was politically very risky. The students 
resisted the government. In the end, the government banned all 
newspapers, magazines, television, etc. Many people had to go to 
prison for their opinion about the government. On the other hand, I 
had a good time with the other students in my school. I learned to 
live with different kinds of people, to share things with others. I got 
a lot of experience there. Sometimes, we had no water in the castle 
for bathing. Then they brought us into a hamam which was fun. 

After many years, I logged onto facebook and found many old 
school friends there. I wanted to meet them after all these years. 
On 28 January, I flew to Istanbul and one day later, I went to meet 
some of them. When I met them, some of them recognized me 
immediately, but some did not. A long conversation started among 
us. After so many years, they still looked very nice. We talked about 
our youth and about today: about children, about travel, about jobs. 
I was very pleased that I was there.  

Thirty-six years ago, I graduated from my high school. I’ve spent 
the last 25 years in Switzerland. Time passes quickly. Life is short. 
Close friends live forever with each other, in real life or in the heart.  
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  Advice from a student                   ... 

Tips on how to learn english 

by Stefan Kramberg – Germany 
I’ve got some tips on how to learn English. 
Before I signed myself up at this school, I had a 
normal education in English. The last time I had 
spoken English was about five years ago. 

My first tip is that you have to know the tense, 
especially the verb forms (irregular verbs). They 
are very important, and there is no easy or 
special way to learn: it’s just memorising. 

My favourite sport is basketball, and another 
good way to learn English is listening to the 
highlights of the game in English, or other 
English lectures on “ted.com” where there are 
many videos about different themes. Sometimes, 
they are very interesting. 

Although I hate reading books, I bought some 
English books which are recommended by the 
school. I read more English books than German 
ones.  

I’ve got another good tip for someone who loves 
listening to music. Go to “youtube.com” and look 
for your favourite songs with the lyrics. You can 
listen to the song, and you can read the text. 

 

  What’s up?.................................... 

What’s Happening? 

T-shirt winner 

 

Regular readers of this broadsheet will know 
that Svetlana Bruggmann won the writing 
competition printed in the January issue of 
What’s Happening? for the funniest text to go 
with a picture. Above is Svetlana in her T-shirt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Write to june_winterflood@yahoo.com..  
if you want to do any of the following things: 

- to get a digital issue of What’s Happening?  

- to find a Study Buddy at a similar level to you 

- to sign up for the Speaking Practice Apéro 

- to send an article and photos for What’s Happening? 

 

 

 

 

April 2011 Free ~ Issue 8 

What’s happening? 
News and Views from the Students and Staff 

Please write something!!! 
  Possible topics for What’s Happening?. 
 If I were a man / woman, I would... 

 Describe your favourite painter or painting  
 How does spirituality affect your life? 

 Extraordinary within the ordinary 

 What issues are you passionate about? 
 

DEADLINE for your writing: 21 April 2011  
 
 

English Center Basel 


